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THE ORANGE COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART
2006 CALIFORNIA BIENNIAL

TO OPEN OCTOBER 1, 2006
ARTISTS ANNOUNCED
The California Biennial introduces emerging artists from one of the world’s great creative centers
and continues the museum’s long history of supporting new developments in art
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Newport Beach, CA —The Orange County Museum of Art today announced the selection of 31 artists whose artwork will be included in the 2006 California Biennial opening October 1.  The artists, working in Northern and Southern California, incorporate many media and, taken together, present a vision that reflects today’s eclectic communities, cultures, and art movements. The biennial program continues the museum’s four-decade history of presenting new developments in art and supporting artists on the verge of international recognition. The exhibition, presented at both the Newport Beach and South Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa locations, will remain on view through December 31, 2006. 

The 2006 California Biennial showcases some of the state’s most exciting and innovative young artists.  The only exhibition of its kind in California, the 2006 California Biennial includes over 150 new works by individual artists and collaboratives and presents large-scale installations, sculpture, paintings, works on paper, wall drawing, photographs, film and video art.  

“The California Biennial is an indispensable exhibition for both the young artists it champions and for audiences interested in discovering bold new talent," said Director Dennis Szakacs. “This year’s exhibition builds on a 20-year history of supporting promising artists who have gone on to achieve world-wide acclaim.”
The Biennial is organized by Elizabeth Armstrong, the Orange County Museum of Art’s deputy director for programs and chief curator; Karen Moss, curator of collections and director of education and public programs; and consulting curator Rita Gonzalez.
“The works selected for this year’s Biennial are some of the most exhilarating, thought provoking, and stunning examples we’ve seen,” said Armstrong. “We are confident that the artists represented will make the case for why California has captured the imagination of the artworld.”

This year’s artists include Scoli Acosta, Andy Alexander, Christopher Ballantyne, Walead Beshty, Bull●Miletic, Jane Callister, Binh Danh, Sergio De La Torre and Vicky Funari, Shannon Ebner, Ala Ebtekar, Brian Fahlstrom, Kianga Ford, Pearl C. Hsiung, Marie Jager, Shana Lutker, Christian Maychack , Martin McMurray, Joel Morrison, My Barbarian, Kate Pocrass, Lordy Rodriguez, Arturo Ernesto Romo, Sterling Ruby, Leslie Shows, Speculative Archive, Tim Sullivan, Hank Willis Thomas, Nicolau Vergueiro, Goody-B Wiseman, Mario Ybarra Jr., and Amir Zaki. 

In addition to presenting new commissions and performances, the 2006 California Biennial includes special residencies with Scoli Acosta, Kate Pocrass, and Mario Ybarra Jr.  These artists, with the generous support of the Nimoy Foundation, will work with area youth and community members on a variety of projects.
2006 California Biennial Highlights

During the past two years, Biennial curators conducted numerous studio visits throughout California. In selecting participants for the 2006 California Biennial, Armstrong, Moss and Gonzalez focused on artists whose new works reflect art trends from California, the diverse communities we live in, and the rich and varied cultures we experience.  And, as in previous Biennials, this year’s artists represent a wide range of cultural backgrounds, geographical locales, and artistic orientations. 
The artists in the 2006 California Biennial span the gamut from formal and discrete objectmakers to those whose work is installation-based, environmental, filmic, or performative.  Working alone or 
collectively, their far-reaching interests and preoccupations are as heterogeneous as their aesthetics and attitudes. The curators have observed these tendencies and themes: 

· Extreme Objectmakers: artists who make exquisitely-rendered works that mutate traditional forms and media to create new hybrids. (Andy Alexander, Jane Callister, Christian Maychack, Joel Morrison, Sterling Ruby) 

· Social Interactions: works that engage viewers to interact in particular social spaces, constructed or identified by the artists, that call attention to popular culture and everyday life. (Kianga Ford, Kate Pocrass, Mario Ybarra Jr.) 

· Urban Ecologies: art that responds to the natural and built environment, including urban, suburban, and entropic landscapes. (Christopher Ballantyne, Bull.Miletic, Shannon Ebner, Leslie Shows, Amir Zaki) 

· Historical Consciousness: archiving and adapting images and text from the flow of history and contemporary political events. (Walead Beshty, Binh Danh, Sergio De La Torre/Vicki Funari, Martin McMurray, Lordy Rodriguez, Speculative Archive, Hank Willis Thomas)  

· Impulsive Surrealism: the resurgent interest in work that draws upon unconscious desire, dream like imagination and absurd humor as a strategy. (Scoli Acosta, Brian Fahlstrom, Pearl C. Hsiung, Marie Jager, Shana Lutker, My Barbarian, Nicolau Vergueiro) 

· Refracted Identities:  artists who use themselves as both subject and object to construct personal, social and/or multiple identities. (Ala Ebtekar, Arturo Ernesto Romo, Tim Sullivan, Goody-B Wiseman)

The September 30th Opening Night Party for the 2006 California Biennial is open to the public. Tickets will be available online beginning in September or at the door. In addition, a series of public performances are planned throughout the run of the exhibition. Visit the museum’s Web site www.ocma.net for public program and event updates.
Exhibition Catalogue

A full-color exhibition catalogue will accompany the Biennial.  The publication will include introductory essays by the exhibition curators, Elizabeth Armstrong, Karen Moss, and Rita Gonzalez, as well as short entries on each of the Biennial artists by the curators and guest writers: Kristin Chambers, Aimee Chang, Michael Ned Holte, Jan Tumlir, and Glen Helfand. Designed by Michael Worthington, the 2006 California Biennial catalogue will be available at the museum shop or online at www.ocma.net.
Exhibition Credit 
The 2006 California Biennial is organized by the Orange County Museum of Art and co-curated by Elizabeth Armstrong, deputy director for programs and chief curator; Karen Moss, curator of collections and director of education and public programs; and consulting curator Rita Gonzalez. A catalogue with essays by the curators will accompany the exhibition. 
Exhibition Funding Credit  
The 2006 California Biennial received leadership support from James B. Pick and Rosalyn M. Laudati. The exhibition is presented by Deutsche Bank. Significant funding is provided by the Nimoy Foundation with additional support from Barbara and Victor Klein and Theory. Media sponsorship is provided by 89.9 FM KCRW.
About the Orange County Museum of Art
The Orange County Museum of Art is the premier visual arts museum in Orange County, California, serving a population of nearly three million residents in one of the fastest-growing metropolitan areas in the United States. Located one hour south of Los Angeles, the museum’s main facility is in Newport Beach, with a satellite Orange Lounge, a new media space in Costa Mesa at South Coast Plaza. The museum’s program of dynamic solo exhibitions and landmark group shows links historical and contemporary art and ideas, bridges local and global perspectives, and embraces a diverse array of cultural activities and media. The museum is dedicated to engaging diverse audiences by providing creative commentary and illuminating dialogue on issues in our society through the arts.
Museum Information
Newport Beach – Orange County Museum of Art in Newport Beach is located at 850 San Clemente Drive. Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday through Sunday, with extended hours Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Admission is $10/adults; $8/seniors and students; children twelve and under and OCMA members are free.  OCMA is open free to the public every Thursday. 

Orange Lounge at South Coast Plaza  – The Orange Lounge is located at 3333 Bear Street in Costa Mesa on the third floor of the Crate & Barrel wing. Hours are Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free.

Both facilities are handicapped accessible. For more information on: exhibitions 949.759.1122, membership ext. 212, education ext. 204, or public relations ext. 202. The museum’s fax number is 949.759.5623. The Orange Lounge phone number is 949.759.1122 ext. 272. The Web address is http://www.ocma.net.
Pearl C. Hsiung, Tidal Wretch, 2005


Enamel on canvas, 96 x 72 in. Courtesy of the artist and Max Wigram Gallery, London
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